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Capture plants
clinging to a dry
stone wall with this
metal clay pendant.

-

By Julia Rai

ullia runs the Metal Clay
Academy and reaches a variegy
of metal clay related classes
around the LK. She holds the
prestigious Metal Clay Masters
Registry credential at bevel four
In Cornwall. drey stone walls
are everywhere and life clings to
them all year round, growing over,
under and sut of the gaps between
the stones. This pendant captures
the natural growth of these fragile
plants on the inhospitable stone.
The pendant uses a comblination
of silver clay and PMC Flex to
create a 30 pendant form.

MATERIALS

&= 50 PMIC Flax

= 10q any brand of siver metal clay
= Silver clay pasie

= Syringe clay (optional)

= Eurruder and muki-hole de
Texture of a dry stone wall
Poinbad o :_I;r_lf FE
Circu'arnn:s'.:rq culbafs

Serall stae files

Sanding sponge

saraight bladefcrafl knde
Tenpizers

FainiErush

Teflon sheet

= Long bristled, 308 brass brush
= Liver of Sulphur (sptional]

&= Chain

&= Palish i besale
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Chooss anecliude: die with BTy
fine hodes, Ol the extuder barmal and
the die. Roll & sausage of PRAC Flex
and out if irdo e exirader banrel
Exirude multiphe strands of clay oo
Taflon sheet. Allcw the strands o dry
"l-'.'I'...'d":\.' - hsafing PMIC Flesx makes

b irflemiie, 53 b retain the Resxibiiey
letit air dry. ARer about 20 minubes
Sty teparate tha strands s0ou
g Linghe tendils

STEPG

To create a bail, fle the inside and
outside edges of a suitable sized
donut usng a sanding soonge and
fike. Usse a sfraighs blade to cut about
a ihird of the donut off File the cu
e ] Aat and use bvweerars o shek
thiis to thiz back of the pendant uting
thick paste, Clean up any axcis
pasie with a good quakity paintbnysh
and alicry thie pendant o dry,

RESOURCES

PRAC Flex:

wena blusbelldesignstudso. oo, uk
Aurt Clawg? wevews, mitalclay ook

GROWT

i e
{_haose 3 texture that resembles
AM LrsEEn Shomne wiall, Fl'ig sliore
textuee nemds to be standing
cubwards not pressed inwards, 5o
use a double-sided plastic texbure
or 3 conves lexture shaet, Roll
about Ay of clay four cands thick and
mress the taxture. IFyoure usng a
wery heay lexiure you may nesd 1o
rill thee clany a bit thicker or add back
a coupde of cands bedone texturing.

o 4

Usi a wad of kitchen pager uvider
the pendant each soe ol tha Bail 1o
SUDEOrT i, 50 you avoid damaging
thee baal. Take sorme Hime o o ay wilh
the extruded fecible tendils, balls
and pesed shapes bo make 3 balanced
composition of the embelishmants
Decida wham tha local paoint of the
pendant will b, Use thi berdris o
direct he vigsvir around the design
ey bl oind s of inberest

Designer tips

= PP Flex hasa PIVICE base and can be safely combined with A
Clay Siboer or FMICT as they all fire In the same way,

= Make sure you have complated all the PMC Flex elernenis you
wiant o confinue bend ng of manpuiating before pou dry it using
haat, as PMC Flay becomnes hand whan 2 gets haot,

= Syringe is ofien a batber choloe than paste to shek small slements
oho the Surface a5 you Can precesely place the syringe exacthy

WIBErE Yo wWanl if.
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Leave the shape rough and allow

IE 1D ary thoeoughly, While it 2
dryeng, create some pod-shaped
embellishments. Form small pieces
of clay into pod shapes by roling
them into & cone and then using

& painted alesne clay shaper 1o
ke the pod, Make lofs of these in
differant sines and shapes. Ako rol
s tiny balls and put a hole in the
tog. Al these 10 dry
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Take cnie of the PMC Flax tendrils
and stick it in place with paste of
springe, Stick one end down first
amd allows this to air diry, without
hrad, and then bend the tendn 50
it"s standing out from the pendant
and stick the other end down.
Attach all the tendrils first and allow
them o dry before adding the pods
and Dalls. When everything is stuck
ion, gy thonoughhy.

Chain: www. cooksongold.com
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cPd
L sl st il 1o add interest b
thiiz vl ks wehin the base i dry
Filg inlo the gaps bebwasen the stone
elements all around the outsice of
the penclant 5o theedges resemble
a peece of broken wall, Once you're
hapoy with the cutside shape, drilla
niole or bwo Bebween stone elements
and open them oul with a file 1o ook
ke Reodes i (e el

Lavy thea hbee Blankst on & kiln shelf
and pake a holen o the Bal. Firg
the pendant in & bkila at S00°C bor
o hours o 1o6ch fing, beiting canety
ol 00 el 1he B enclils, Brush
wiilh & 308 brass brush, getting
ursder all the embellishmends, Add a
Livees af Sulphur pating i wou like this
etfect and polish back fram the high
gpals, highlighting the sthones.,
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Bl caut the refr;ur'jrk:] sihyver clay Frve
cands thick, Cut a numbser of cincular
CROMNLITS LEsinedy FoUnd SN CLIETS.
Different sized brass tube is a good
altenative if you don't have nesting
cutbers. Make more of these than
you nesd and in a variety of sizgs.
Allors them todry, [The dry donuts
and the canbfé Cul-Gul discs are
goud retountis b kssp handy to
et i fubung projects.,

Extra Projects
Make earrings

and a brooc

EARRINGS

Create a pair of earmings using
the same techrgue. Make
suire they don't have boo
much embelishmen: |

of they may becoma
T0En Py
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This echnigue alsowarks
well as a broach I'Jn.“.‘.llf_']'l f-Tals |
COoUr 10 1he pod SOHENEE —
for instance using shacdes of
grean enamel - o enhance
the natural growth theme:




