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Organic brooch

ulta teaches metal clay classes

regularty in Cormwall and

London, She runs the Metal

lay Academy, the largest ond mosi

compachensive independent online
resource for arvone Interested in
metal clay. she readly ergoys making
curved or dimerdiona peeces which
can be a challenge, especially when
miking brooches, Embeddabls
hru]mg*i are @ great chofoe far
broochkss as g viable pin and catch
mechaniem can be tric &y far mon-
sversmiths 1o malke, This praject
shows a mathosd for using the Metal
Clay Findings’ brooch pin with a
cierved farm

Learn how to make a curved brooch with
a raised platform for an embeddable
brooch finding. By Julia Rai

designer tips

= When designing your brooch,
think carelully aboul whens
you're gaing bo put your cul-aut
elemenl to make sure you have
enouch space for the brooch
Timdmng, Rermermber the brodch
linding should b fowands the tod
of the brooch to it propetly when
H's warn,

MATERIALS
= 3g of sllver metal clay Make 8 matching pair
= Metal Clay Findings embeddable brooch findings ol arrings by using a
= Metal Clay Findings fine silver balis phalocopier 10 Peouse L.
= Sitver metal clay paste it size of the original __;.J' y »
= Greaseprood or tracing paper hirsdgn, I your design b e B .
= A curved surface - a large lhght buib or similzr asymmatric, make sure gty Tt I,:’,:'Ild
= Small stencil brush yous fiip the pattern over P A
= Texiure plate when culting out the o _ ' — __'
= Dlive ol second earring so they ._'ﬁ: “os £ -
= Small amaunt o palymar clay are a matching pair, - .
= Pin ool Ui fiwe Ml Clay &
= Srmall driti Findings embeddabik
= Cratl knile clip earrirgs or L
= CHay shaper sriecdable sar
= Cockboll $ticks wires, Have some fury,
= Teflan werk surface mayle Lry meking
= Paintbrush i sarrings Lgrids
= Emary board chown companed (o
= small files or sandpaper e brooch, ke you
= Brass or stainless stect brush or tumbke podisher e here
= Paralliel action pliers
L}

STEP1

Design your plece on paper first.
This plece has a pieroed aréa and
alse a lextured elemand added ba
the base plece of fhe brooch, Trace
your design using greaseprood paper
and cul & oul. Fesll out Ehe clay throe
cards thick and then lay your patiem
an the clay. Using a needie tood or
cralt knale carefully cul argund the
design al your brooch base.

STEPS

File the edges where the bexiure ls
laid ta endune il's flush with the base,
‘Wit your finger and genlly rub over
the join of these Pwo pieces 1o blend
the layers, adding a littke thick paste
if necessary, Texture the base ol the
brooch wsing thin pasie and a stencil
brush, Use firny files o sandpager i
snizath tha edges of the cut oul area.

¥

oy Bl
STEP 2
T cut out the pierced area, use &
meedle ool and punch Ehrough the
greaseprool paper patbern along b
linwes o Ehe cut ot element. This
Erardfers doks 1o the clay showing
wibane Ehe el oul anea i in your
dezign. Ling a sharp eradt knife
cargdully ¢ul arsund the hhe bollowing
ihe dals. Remave the clay from the
cut out anga using a nesdle bacl

STERP &

The findings have two parts a fine
silver gmbeddable mount and the
brooch element, added affer firing.
ol gut a fiat platform slightly lenger
and wider than the brogch glemend,
Tris reads bo be ab east five cards
thick for the mount elemend to

b ernbedded secunghy Paste the
plakform on, ensune the fop s flak
and smaoth the ends info the back of
the brooch.

STEF 3

Lighthy @il a gently cured ilem - &
large ball shaped Byht bulk is parfect
bt an-.-thinq that has a genthe curve
ard i o parcus will wark, Lay
vour broach base piece on the curve
making sure it & ying 113t against the
surtace wilh no trappesd air. Leave
o dry. Te prevent the curved item
from rolling, use picoes af pobymer
clay ko anchar it.

STEFPT

While the clay is still malst, gently
push the mount into the platfcem
until the hase is in contact with the
clay. Al This bo dry, Fill any gaps
argund Ehe base of the mounk bo
ensure it it securely embeddect
Teabure 1k whiale back of the brooch
inchuding the alatlesm, using thick
paste and a cockdal slick or needle
fiocd o make a rarsdom patienm.

STEF 4

Trace the textured element from your
original design onfo greaseprool
paper and cul it out. When the
broach Base is dry, make (he textureg
element. Roll oul dlay vo cards thick,
beune it and cul @ oult USing your
pattern piece. Wet the surface ol the
b b bree and sEick o0 ER bedured
slement. Chack for good contael with
the hase, especially at the edjes
Leave bo ory,

STEF B

Thix Bigoch i embahshad with fne
sihve7 Balls velich are fired in place.
When Lhe brooch is comphetely

dry, mark the pesilions of the balls
wEing & pEncil, Bemember that the
brgoch will $hrink Bt Lhé Balls wonL.
Camefully drill 4 small dip fer each bal
and stics them in place wsing bhick
paste. Claan up any excess paste
with a damp paintbrush and dry
theroughhy

STEPD

Aller firirg, T Ehe Tinding inbo Ehe
i, making sure the nelches in
the finding ane Detween he jaws

af thie mount, Using pliers, squesge
the jaws closed 10 hald The finding
securely, With sandpaper, smoath amy
| sharp areas, then tumble or brush the
broach to achigve the finish you wans,
Patinate if desred,

DESIGHER DETAILS
Judia Ral
vwwwmetalclayacadamy.com
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