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TWISTED ROPE RING

Explore the properties of the new PMC Flex silver

clay with this stone-set twisted ring. By Julia Rai -

i e -
ulia it co-director of the MATERIALS RESOURCES ., _-I L %
Cornwall School of Art, Craft = 15g PRI Flex P Fles, syringe and pasbe: ¥ £ &
and Jewellery where she & Sihvar metal clay pashe wiarw bluebelidesignstudio.co.uk

teaches a variety of classes. She & Smm cubic Ziconia Cubic zirconda: wwow. pajed.couk

halds the prestigious Metal Clay = hakin's extreder :
Masters Registry credential at &= |mem extruder dye CONTACT r)
level four. &= Tapa measung i puliaran.couuk i .

Launched in September, PMC = Teflon sheet WNWLCSBC]. ook e
Flex is 2 new silver clay with a &= Clicky tape julingeine). couk

= Shanp craft knife

= Bybber ipped clay shaper
= Ring mandrel and stand

= Sood quality paintbrushes
= Finre blanket

= Tumble poksher

much longer working time in the
wet stage, It also remains flexible
afver drying, It fires the same as
FMC3, has the same shrinkage
and is compatible with both PMC
and Art Clay, allewing you to
combine it with these clays in the

SaFLE PrOject.

DON'T MISS!

Next month Jade Cameron’s Aztec copper clay earrings

STEP1

Meazure your Bnger with a ring sizer
then add bwa sizes i socount for the
vkl Elivy shrinkage, Shde the fing
sizer on o the mandrel and dexer 2
lir on each side of the Sine quisdke.
Wirap greasepnocd paper o Tefion
andured the rmancdre] ower the pencil
lirnes and secune it with sticky tape.
i will Bwild your ring on this 20 that
it doesn't shick o the mandeel,

STEM 4

Cud the ends of the rope arcund
each other at the top of the ring 1o
form a loose beal for the stone, Cut
off tha ands at an appropriate length
wsing a shanp craft knife, Use a damp
painttnush to smoath the ends

and ensure they are making good
contacth with the shank of the ring
and each othear. Check the shank to
ke sure s stuck together,

STEP2

b & e mdEasure o marasune the
lengyth of thee ring from the mandrel
Select a dye for the exiruder that
hais a hoke Tmim in diameter, Ol tha
ingiche of thae extruder Barnel ang
thie cheer. Fonm the PMIC Flex into a
fat sausage and koad this into the
extruder bamel, Screw on the dye
and extrisde a snalg of clay twice
the kength of the ring measuremant

STEP S

While the clay is still wet and phable,
place the stone Into the opening at
the top of the ring. Llsa a rubber-
tipped clay shaper to puch the st
dhorm into the clay, making sure the
stone is well embeddad. For the
clary bo gip the stone during firing,
the stome table should be flush with
the top of the clay bezel. Dry the
ring on the mande|,

LDesigner tps

= |{you warl dry PMC Flex (o remain flesxibbe, allow it bo air dry or dey

with & very low, gentle heat.

= T asnd ar diilll PR Flasx, iy it &t 150°C far 20 mimutes in an oven
1t warill Ehwizr bbb likoe rencpular dy firss sibver clay

= Drigd PN Flax is great for making apelgqué embellishments for
your metal clay oreaticns, Roll it ut cne or bwo cards thick, dry
ared then cut with a craft knife or use a pager punch or a digital

cutting machine,

Wiww Srafig
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sTEM3

Extrude another snake the same
length as your first snake, Hold
baoth ends of the snakes and twist
tham together 5o thay form a neat
and evan bedsted rops. Carefully
fioern thie roipe around the mandred,
making sure it is snug undemeath.
Be careful not to Aatten the rope
a5 you do this. The rope should
overiap at the top of the mandrel
and lie alongside the shank.

STEP 6
‘Whalle the rirg is drying, fosm

sorne tiry retal clay balls for
embellishment. Sel these aside

o dry. Remowe the diy findg frosm
the mandrel and ute b mal
arraunt of syringe to sel the ball
embedlishment anourd the sione,
Clean up a3 necessary with a damg
paintbrush and aliowr the ring 10 .dry,
Clean paste and dust off the slone
snd firg 31 900 for two hours,
Polgh s normal,
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Extra Projects

Make earrings
and a charm

EARRINGS

Make a pair af tansted rope
BAINGE Ul the Sarme
mietiid B the ring. Simply
exirude thinner snakes and
larm & ring at the top o hang
O A rWEEs,

CHARM

You can also make & cule litthe
charm usng exacthy the same
methd, but by tying a knot
it a length of twisted rope.




