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Project I Intermediate

PERIWINKLE
g NECKLACE

Use a stencil to make this cutout
focal element with a three-
dimensional twist, teamed with
beads in ocean bues. By Julia Rai

ulia it co-director of the Cormwall Schoal of Art,
Craft and Jewellery, where she teaches a variety
of classes. She holds the prestigious Metal Clay

Masters Registry credential at level four.
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Inspired by a phece of jewellery by Myia Bonner,
this necklace features a pierced and textured three
dimensional focal element teamed with beads in clear,
bue, green and white. It's guite fragile in the dry stage
and requires a good bevel of experience working with
metal clay but the results are worth it
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Designer tips

= When cutting out stencils, keep the pin tool perpendicular
o the clay 20 you get a clean cul.

&= Aake vour ownvery fine pin ool by embedding a sewing
readle ino a handle of polymer Clay

= Koep the pin tool shick by pushing it inlo a sponge soaked

m el oill b & el cul
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STEP 1

Choose a stencil carefully without
ton marry cutouts, B should have a
LOhd &es SCrods the Contre where
you' il attach the thres-demantiona
part. This neaeds 10 maoe good
contact nght aCross the Central
arga, otherwse the pece will have
na integrity. Choose a cutter which
fits around the stencd for the overall
shaoe, Alernatsely, you can cul
aroyund the stencdl shape freehand
LUsing & sharp cralt knife,

MATERIALS

Sehver medal clay

Shver clay paste

Sihver Clay syTinge

Ssencils and cutters

small piece of polymer clay
0. 3mm claar baadng thread
Yanety of beads

Crimps and crimp covers
Sl CHOles

Fine silver embeddable eyeets
Clasp

Tissue blade

Lood quality paintbrushes
508, clean brass brush
Agate or stéel burnisher
Polishing pads. papers efc
Pliers, cuftors ofc

Liver of Sulphur (optional)
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RESOURCES

Silver clay, syringe, paste and
embeddable eyelets:

WO DU DO SN ST OO UK
Beads, thread, findings, crimps:
WA, NO SR SUSIG oM. COm
Silver calottes:

WWW COORLOMNGON. COm

CONTACT
WA, LIS TS S0, U
WY li'!.-.’.‘n’:_ SO0, U
AlBECIa0) C0. UK
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STEP 2

Kol St the Clany frve Cands thetk,
With a Bne pin 100], cut out the
stencil and the overall shape. Don't
spaed the drying as the piece

CaN Warp, CAusng probiems later,
Create another stencil frve cards
thick. Cut across the centre with 2
tissue blade, making sure you have
soimig solic Aréds 1o Stiach o lader,
Dry both habves 1o énsure you have
a plece spane in case of breakage.
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STEP 6

Refine the joing and where the
oyeiets are embedded, making suré
theny're all securely attached, Texture
thee suirface of the whole element
using thick paste and a paintbrush
o create a subtle stippled effect
Alternatreely, drag & cocklad shick
theough the padte o Create a
random téxture, Dry thorcughly and
fre at 900°C fior two hours in the
wiln, Yod can also torchefine (e f #'s
small encugh.

EARRINGS

CHARM

STEP 5

When the pieces are completely
dry, carehdly file the edges and
insice the cutouts. Very small hiles
B il heisre a5 thesy Can get

o iny gaps and refine peerced
elements really well, You can also
use tmall pieces of wet and dry
sandpaper. Tear off a imall piece
and fold itin half; take this nght into
COMmeds and along inside edgas
Brush off any excess dust.

STEP Y

Polith by either tumblng or hand
poliEhing. You Can Condhge with
Liver of Sulphur  you like the effect
Design the bead necklace ona
bead board, using a vanely of saes,
thapes, effects and complermentary
colours with the DOlshed siver
element on one side of the desgn
rather than right in the centre. You
could use silver donut-shaped
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STEP 4

Fix the hall peerced eléement 1o the
M SdmEnt SCP0SS he msdidila,
Préepare a wedge of polymer clay
to support the half elerment during
drying. Dampen the area where
you'll fix the half element. Dampen
the edges of the half element and
apply syringe along the points
vhiCh vl touch the masn ciment,
Stick the hall elemant on and kean i
up aganst the polymer Ciay wegge
while it drses.

STEP 8

Cut a length of clear beading thread
longer than you need. Usng a
crimp, attach the beading thread to
one S of the abyer element and
erime it shut hirmdy, Hide the crimp
with a silver crimp cover, Begin to
theaad the beads and spacers in
order onto this gde of the necklace.
When you have completled one
side, repaat on the other side using

wpacer besds to provide a repéating Deads and SPACErs in orcer

element thoughout the dagn,

Make a pawr of earrings using a stencil, Make sure you flip the second
aTTing over 1o Create 3 MIrror image pair

You can also make a charm using this process but make sure there are
not 1O0 many cutout parts, which may make the charm too fragike
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STEPS

When it's completely dry, add mone
syringe into the angle between both
the glements 1o rginborcs th ioin
L% b damp paimibiush O Smdoth
e Syminge 0 il Iooks neat

Add some syringe 1o the front of
the join and smooth this oo, To
embed the epelets, whach wil
connect to the beaded part, souirt
SyTinge generously into the angle
and use tweegzers to push the eyelet
‘tal’ in. Dry.

STEP9

Check the length of the necklace,
making suré the siver element i
off 1o one side. This design works
well sitting on the base of the neck
or a3 a longer necklace. Check that
it"s balanced phrysicaly and visualy
and adjust as necessany, Finish each
énd using a cnmp and a calotte 1o
ensure the endcs ane very secure
and neat. Add a toggle, spang ring,
lobster or "> clasp.,
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