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Test your metal clay syringe skills with this faux plique-
a-jour necklace. By Julia Rai

ulia is cosdirector of the MATERIALS RESOURCES
] Cormwall School of Art, Craft = 0g=15g sibver metal clay swinge Silver clay syringe and paste;
and [ewellery where she teaches iype clay e creativeglassshopaco uk
a wariety of classes, She holds the & Sliver metal olay paste Fimo licgiid decorating gel and
prestigious Metal Clay Masters = Fimo bouid decorating gel glass paints: weiartdolk ook
Registry credential ar kevel four, &= Paba Vikiea glass pamisin Chain and jumprings: weanws
It mot surprising chat mermakds yellow and grean coaksongald.com
feamure heavily in Comwalls &= Pobec Yitiea thirmer
mythology as it bs surrounded by = Chain and jumpings CONTACT
sed. This project uses the unique &= Plndmng cand wove Ufiaeal ook
propertics of syringe tvpe sibver = Wide smooth pladte laps oL CEAC o0,k
clay to create & mermaid s takl with = Loy tack sroath tape julis@pcsac.oo.pk
a network of open cells, Liqusd = Cockisl sticks

polyeer clay ereates a transiuoent = Cotbon buds
film I each cell of the tail, which = Caramic L

STEP1

Dy dlesagn shighthy lasoer than
the final neciclace elament 1o take
atcount ol ihe shinkage of maal
clay. Remembes that after shrinking,
edch call vall be smaller, I your cels
e 100 small, it will be difficult bo FB
e with colow neathy QOnoe you
R relined your design, iransfes

il 1y wehile papes makimng sure all
Ehe fineig e &t lepst e thick 1o
repiicabe bhe tpnrge lire

STEP 5

Flip the dry pigce cver and fill in
any gaps on the back using the
syringe. Do this in sactions, Mpoing
B over and pressng doswn gently
on ihe plece to fatien the repais
o the back, it'sveny important 1hat
the back remains fizt for the Bing
stages later, Pay spacial atbention
to the foins, which ana the weakest
aeas, Yhen it's dry, efine any
EECess paste using ting fhes,

Lesigner Lips

iz then coloured using glass paint=, = Teflonshee
= (ood quality paintbrushes & The syringe can be hard bo masber wo take some (ime to practise
= Tiry diamand filos yvour techmique and find a hold that works fes you,
= Turmdbe polishar = Always stone the syrnoe nozale Somam Bnwater o beep it fiom
= Fips iy ol

= Lloe a damg painfbresh b remove any syrmod iines thal don ©work

a4 Soon as poasible

[
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STEP2 STEP3 STEr4

Stick your desian to a sl plaging Lsing the tyrnga, commer each line ‘When the extruded (ings ane dry,
cand usig wicks, smooth ape. of lor clasian with 3 smooth, eren reindorce with thick paste. Using a
Yo neeed the design to be exbmion, Sop at the end of sach good quality Aat pasntbrush; apply
compbetely cornsmed by the 1ape, firve and refine as necessary. Lise thick pasbe to the fines in'a patiing
a4 you will syminge onba the tape a camp, but notwet, paintomush i ity e bruesh cnts shde.
S0 I8 oy 1 rerrene Pt the £ e e line into place and This well add texture and dimansion
mozse an the wpnnge and tnm ol arnaoih out am ponts 3t tha end ol o the bnes as wedl as making them
ther enel Uding Sharp Lossnrs 5o Iirves_ W wosr paindbeush i oo wek, stronpae, Work on a smal area at a
thi ectriched Bne i at least Trem e Syrne biness weid 3Dsorts the e 5o bhe Enes do rot Becoms (o0
thick, This will give yod 8 goad, weater #nd flatten cut, 5o blot the wel and wndarmine the integeity of
strong bass lor your dietign, pamibrutn A5 you Go 1 e

STEP 6 STEP7 STEP 8

Fire a8 900" C lor o hoars soil’s Bake the phecn in the oven folfowing Uhecl that the paint i oompleissy
really strong, Tumble pofish. Stick thee manudactures’s insnscbons 10 dry budine daing this step. #in
lon Lk, smoth tape fo thie back harden the gel. Remose the tape doubl, eave & Tor konger: 'I:I5|’.|-:'|

of the pleoe rna-cin.-.] s it i firmby canfully, Dispanse a small smount cotton bid mbo the glass pamt
stiach to the whole design, Hak 63 of cotouired paind onin a file and thinnor and BioE well, Cateduly ren
each coll with the deconating gel, mix in soma thinner, Lisng afing the cotion Bud ceer bhe aifver oell
leaving one at 2ach end open fipe paintbnesh, add colour to tha cels PCQES 0 NINTONE Ay oxCess pant
a jumpetng. Use a cockiail stick Bt careful not io go over the Do this Bowly and carchaly and
te push the ged right bo the edges sitver, Yoo will cleanany excess later avoid soaking the paint in the cells
of the cefls o there is compleie sodon'twory about thistoo much, a5 thés will remows it, Allow the oo
Cowerage ingach cell Leare to diry fior 24 hodirs, edges bo dry comadabaly,
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Make earrings and a pendant
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e eSSy EARRINGS
£ §l ’1 Miake rmatching eanringt by shrinong your necklace design using
s, _ a photocopier and flipping to make a mitfor image pair. This
fillite 1Echnudgue Blo works with solid meial clay with osls,

'y PENDANT )
# Crzate o pendant with o cut-oul aned and wse Pebes Fantady Prisme 3
efioct paint over tha baked hiquid pobames: |
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STEP 9

Brurnesh the hagh spals and edges
ol he cels LS & s ar BpE e
Burmsier o achieve a fugh thine,
Cut a pesshy-rade chain mght in the
cenire of A0 & clsip and recemer
b Ehee Encls ol Dad piesces ol chain,
Trim bo an sppropnate kength.
Attach a jumiprng bo the twe
empty cells and thread the end of
tha chain onto the jumgning. Close
using Ghain nosd pliers.
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