
To see more of Julia’s work 
go to her personal website:
www.juliarai.co.uk
and for more information 
about metal clay look at:
www.metalclayacademy.com

 FEATURE 

Inspirations

What inspires
Julia Rai

Julia Rai, the first person in the world to achieve level 3 of the 
Masters Registry, finds inspiration in the challenges set by such 
a prestigious qualification and the fantasy art of science fiction. 
By Kira Withers-Jones

 gREAT AchiEvEMEnTs 
Everything I’m making currently is for 
the Metal Clay Masters Registry. This has 
forced me to learn things I never would 
have on my own. It’s been an inspiration 
and a great challenge! I would never have 
thought of adding plastic to my fine silver 
work without the specific Masters project. 
The metal clay and plastic brooch has 
become one of my favourite pieces and got 
10 out of 10 from the evaluators.

Where Julia creates

Mayan Dresden Codex
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Metal clay &  
plastic brooch

Julia’s mood board covered 
in inspirational images

 sciEncE FicTion 

I’ve always been ‘crafty’ and liked to do things with 

my hands. I started jewellery making following a 

weekend beginner’s silverwork class at the Mid 

Cornwall School of Jewellery in 2003, after which I 

was hooked!  I’m inspired by things I see in history, 

but also in science fiction and fantasy and my 

sketchbook is never far away when I’m watching 

TV or a movie. My favourite artist is Roger Dean 

and his work is a constant source of inspiration. 

I have a number of his picture books and flick 

through them for ideas.

Julia at work

 AMAzing EFFEcTs 
My work combines metal clay and silver 
with other materials. I always make my 
own texture plates and I’ve also recently 
begun large-scale lino cutting which 
translate well into smaller texture designs 
for jewellery. I also love adding colour 
so I like enamel and resin, especially the 
slow drying resin which is like water and 
allows for amazing effects to be created.Metal clay bead inspired  

by the Dresden Codex
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