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Golden leaves
pendant

Create unusual 'prongs’ to set a cabochon

leaf-themed metal clay pendant.
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s nessdn 1 e boreng? Yoa just need

somithing than holcls the cabochon seourely
[his progoot fearures cut leal shapes i crsge
promz-like clensents so bokd vour cabxochon in
place. Using PAE plastic custers (which ol
vt o cesign on the sudface of ithe clayy,
makes erihee] lshirment o Beeeee b metal=clay
artisrs, Aloohad ink acls 2 golden Anishing touch

20qg of siiver metal ¢lay

Thick siver clay paste

Sliver clay syringe

Cork clay

Cabochon

sterling sibogr (Qrque

Soller

Leal skeletan

Fimg pin (ool

amall needle files

anake roller

sanding pads/sticks/papers
Twaazers

“ME plastic ivy leaf cutters

Masting circle cutters - small brass tube
warks well

Liver of Sulphur (optional)

SlazOn® metallic goid algohod (nk
Tumble polisher or brass/steel brush
Burnisher
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Cut out the emplate and cut a
hole just ingige the line around
the cabachan, This allows the
2ack of the cabochon (o be seen
and saves on materials, Rall

out the clay (the thickness of
four playing cards) and bexture
it with the leaf skaletan. Using
the template, caretully cut the
shape gut using & knile or @in
togl. Cut out the hole behind the
cabochan. Flace the pendant
somewhere warm to dry,

Jsing the cabochan as a starting
»0int, design your pendant.
Jraw around the cabschon. and
hen experiment with the overall
ihape, For this freefanm desigm,
Take sure you allow engugh
space around the edges of ihe
saibochon to attach the prong
glements. Once you've decidpd
a0 the design. draw it the right
size on paper, and then enlarge
t by 15-20% on a photacopier Lo
farm a lemplate.

Decide which leaves to use
around the cork clay plug. Make
sure the leaves will hiold the
cabachon securely by placing
them on all sides, alifkaugh
they don't need ta campletely
enclose it The idea is for the
leaves Lo ack like prongs. Aim
far al least three prongs: (he
shape of the cakochon will
dictate where best to place
thidm. Experiment until you gat
a design you lke,

Cut more leaves than nadessary
25 they can break easily. Wiken
the leaves are dry, carefully
refine the edges using an ¢mery
board. Refine the edgas of the
dried pendant too. Put some
paste on the back edges af

the cork clay plug and stick it

n place on the pendant. The
secured cork clay will be used tg
suppork the final placemant of
the leawves. Allow this to dry.

StarOm alcohol ink:

swwewocanderafiuk couk

Silver metal clay, cork clay:
wow hiuchel ldesignsiucliocouk
Cabochons:

worn e necabschons oouk
PAME plastic leal cutners:
wwwiakedinks.com
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To make balls fos
emballishment, rall aul silver
clay to two or three cards thick
and cover with cling film so it
stays moist while you work.,
Use a circle cutter {9 cut a few
egual sized pieces and farm
them into 2alls by ralling tham
on a ceramic tile. Nesting brass
tubes allow you to make balls of
varying sizes. Make extra and
kegp them for future use.

IUsing thick paste, stick the
leaves in place around the

cork clay plug. They should be
standing up around the plug, not
bending over it Clean any stray
paste as you go and l=ave it to
dry. Reinlarce the insice of the
jeans with paste and make sure
e leaves ang firmiby stuck (g the
surface of the pendant, Refing
the backs of leaves overhanging
the edges of the pendant,

\

Ta form the bail, rell out a thin

Fire the pendant at 900=C

To position the leal elaments
carrectly 5o they act as prongs
to hald the cabochon, & cory
clay plug is needed. This
should be roughly the same
dimensigns as the enlarged
template cabochan hine. As
cork clay is dense ang reguiras
at least 24 hours 10 dry, make
this well in advance, Form it to
the template size and shape
and make it about twice as
thick as the cabochon,

W W il,:: laral oouk
www.stakclavacademy.com
juliai® juliaraioouk

snake of clay arcund 2om long,

bend it over a drinking skraw

and allow it to dry. File the ends

at an angle 5o they form an
open 'L’ shape with one 'leg’

gnger than the aother. Use thick
paste to attach the bail Lo (he
pack of the pendant in the top
third 500l Rangs properly. Allow

o ary,

far twnd houss Tor masimum

strength. This is impartant as
the leaves will be bent over the
cabochon alter firing, Tarch
firing may nat be sullicient (o
create strong enough leaves,
Brush and padish the fired
pendant. Use a warm, wedk
solution of Liver of Sulphur and
dip the pendant if vou like an
oxid zed finish. Polish again o
highlight tha high spots.

Extra projeects

Combine leaves and flowers
and add a cubic zirconia (o
create dainty earrings you

Can wear any time.

The leal cutters also make great
embellishmant for a special
Qccasion ring. Attach leaves
ta a textured ring band, add

in this

Enlarge your baslc dasign by the
percentage, which correspands o
the type of clay you are using - 15%
for Art Clay 620, PMC+ and PMCE,
Fire these clays at 900%C for bwo
hours for mazimum strength,
Sugarcrall suppliers have some
brilliant cutters. They cul the leaf
shapes and stamp Uhe leal veins
tog. Check the size carefully before
buying them.

Raund balks {in a variety of sizes),
flat discs or donuts are great to keep
in your toal kit for embellishment.
Wake a batch, allow them to diry

and you'll always have samething to
embellish wour work with.

INTERMEDIATE PROJECT

PO00ROBAABE000000000

The cork clay plog does not
need [o be a precise siie 107
this design. It is used to hold
the prang elements at the
right angle around where the
cabachan will go. When the
cork elay 5 thoroughly dry.
transler it toa playing card.
Make lpaf elements using clay
ralled twolthree cards thick.
Place these around the cork
clay ta dry Bul Jont warry
about the design yel.
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Stck the balls in place wsing thick
paske or syringe for precision
Balls grouped in clusters of three

ook great. Clean the excess pasie

away with a dama painibrush

5o the Balls look neat, Allgw the
bBalls ta doy. Further embailsh (he
pendant using syringe lines (o
resemble vine tendrils. Dampen
the suriace with a paintbrush
dipped in water before adding
syringe lines so it sticks wall. Dry
the pendant tharoughly.

Set the stone by halding it
firmiy while easing the leat
prangs over the edges of the
stone using a burnisher. Bend
prongs on opgosing sides of the
stone in a north, sguth, east,
wesl sequence. Work carefully
to avoid slipping and scratching
the stone or the pendant
surface. Add gold alcahal ink to
the leaves with a fine paintbrush
and allow to dry, Hang the
pendant on a Lorgque,

balls, cubic zirconias

or other embellishments
and create a unigue ring
just far you.

Frinted shirt, £E89
drange trousers, £89
Tan beit, E49
www.houseoffraser.co.uk

Tobe bag, E169,
waww. radiey.op.uk
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