Project I Easy

GEOMETRIC EARRINGS

Trry the bybrid 96o metal clay to make these big but very light geometric earrings. By Julia Rai
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Registry credengial at leve] four,
Mixing PMC Sterling with
PMC3 or Art Clay Silver gives you
a stronger clay with the benefin of
apen shelf firing. The strength of
this mix allows these earrings w
be thin and light but still strong
enpugh for everyday wear. The
trend towards big, bald jewellery
can sofmetimes be prahibitive

when working with metal clay, but

nat with this design.

= Graduated set of cookia culters
&= Creckiail shicks

& Erery Boand and small files

&= Pinvice af hand drill
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yord will albevays need mone
clay than vou actually use
bo enisune yo can roll it
out bég encugh for your
largest cutter,

= Always move the pieces
onta Teflon befose cutting
out the middle part as n's

very hard te swooessfully
e 3 narma frame

walhoul 1 kosing s shape.

= The 960 rx clay &40

caled bacause it conaing

DON'T MISS! " . e silver than Sterling
re Tt . [ ; 025) bt hess than fing ’
Next month Nicola Beer's silver clay butterfly ring | silver (999),

STEP1

Take equal amaunts of PMC Sterding
and PMC3 or Art Clay Sibvar and
rii them well together. Make sure
ail the marbling that results from

the two different colouwed clays has
completely dsappearad., Rolling
the mixed clay out beteween two
caed piaces of plastic and folding o
redlineg il up several bimes i a good
wiay b blend the clays together
completely. Take care not to trap
Ay air inside.

STEP 4
Cmee the frames are dey, carefully
rfinag tham using your Bnourite
sanding 1ools, For b geametric
shape with straight sides, an emesy
Escired i ] fEcl 1o Efisufe the EﬂgEE-
are skraight. Dnll beed Boles in Ehe
outsiche frarme, one B0 Sitach o an
earring finding, one 10 hang the
insige frame from. Dinll & Robe i the
nside frame too, Open shelf kin fire
at 815°C for ona hour,

STEP 2

Choose & texbure for the front and
the back of the aarrings. Mesting
cutters waark wisll for this design
w0 ChoosE Deed oulbers wirnch wall
form the cutdiche framse and the
ingide frame of the earmng desagn.
Thee frames should be Smir-Gamem
wicke depanding on the size of the
pieces, Roll the clay out bo (. Sanim
[twe cands) bhick, textune and cul the
outside shapes o bBath pieces.

STEP 5

Palish the fired sarring ebements
using a brass or steel brush,
polishing wheels ona Dremal

or lumible polish, Hyou like an
cxidised look, use Liver of Sulphur
gelina cup of hot water and dip
the frames until you get the desired
resul. Palish back the cxidisation
frcsen the high spots of the testure
using polishing papers or an
impregnated cloth.
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STEP3

Trarsfer the pieces to Teflon sheet,
ES.;}E{I.a"'!,I i g,-:u_l'-.-e wsed leather for
the back texbure. This will allow you
ta put them todry ona hotplate
without disturbing the shape,

Cut the centres out of the pleces
creating the framees, Take time to
efsure the centres ang equal if you
likee an ordened look or cut them in

-
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a quirky way if you prafer something e i

a lirtle less formal,

STEP &
Agsemble the sarmings using
Jumiprings o connect the outside
frarme to the inside frame, The
ingiche frame should dangle freely
and Mo, 13 join logethera
series of jumprings thal are large
gnough bo give movernant and
swing. Attach the autside frame

o the earring finding ether with a
jumpring, or use & piecl of Zhain o
gi'.'e exctra length.
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Extra Projects

Make a pendant
and a bracelet

2* PENDANT

Lisa the same cut-oul
technigue to make a large
focal pendant with bwo o
mare frames linked together
by & jurnganng.

BRACELET

Creale a shape with a double
el cut and thread a suade
and leather necklace theough,
daubling it up, 1 make a
funky brasaat.
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