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STEP1

For this project, use small glass cabochons made
bry fusing cut pieces of dichroic glass in the kan
Yo can make your gwn ghiss cabochons by
cuiting up cofoured glass using Mandard glass
{esods. T vk with glass vou'll need a glass
cutter, a cukting surface, fod indtance Rasdboand,
and safety goggles. You can slso buy grozing
pliers andsor running pliers, which help you to
break the glass cleanty
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Combine glass and silver
metal clay in this stunning

pendant. By Julia Rai

ulia is co-director of the Cornwall School of ~
Art, Craft and Jewellery where she teaches a
viariety of classes. She holds the prestigious
Metal Clay Masters Registry credential ax

lewe] Four.

Glass and fine silver metal clay work really
well together. By combining them you can
make a statement piece that incledes vibram
colour and the iridescent qualities of dichroic
glass, You will need a kiln ve fuse small glass
sCraps and ko co-fire fused cabochons with
silver clay as glass eannot be torch fired

STEP 4

This pendant 5 made by sandwiching the glass
cabochon bateeen teo layers of metal clay, the
bop layer having punched out design bo shas

e glass. You could use a stencil that bas cut ot
elements small enough fo hold the glass in place
but still showy the glass cabochon. Choose gne o
rmafe glass cabochons for your piecs and try them

STEPZ

Dichroic glass lerally means teo-coloured,

20 named because of its multicohoured and
reflective gualities. It is more expensive than
normad glass used in fusing but you only need a
wery small amount to make an impact. You can
biry scrap packs from glass suppliers and this ks
a very good way of getting a varkety of colours
and finishes o work with, Remember o always
handle glass with carel

STEPS

Rl cut metal clay thres cands thick on a plece of
lpather 50 you et a sulbile texiure on the pendant
back. Using a sharp needle 1o0l, cul oul the
catliree of the stencil shape, Grease the neadla
tosod by plunging it into a péece of sponge soaked
i v ol Thes pressemis dragageng. Cut aut a hole
weiere your glass will 9o, making sune f's urmaler
inan ihe glass,

Designer tips

= Klaking a hole behind the glass is essential 1o prevent stress on the cabochon during firing,

a5 the metal dlay shirinks

= Ty raor o glass fring in the kiln wartwhile, fill a whole shelf (or stacked shebses) with glass
scraps bo make lots of cabochons 1o use in your work
= Afer firing, sort any cabochons that match into small bags so you have some for

maiching eamngs,
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STEPR 7
Carefully place the lop layer ower the battom
layer with the glass in between. Somelimes it

MATERIALS

&= T sibesr maetal cloy

&= hatal clay pashe and syfinge

= Emibecidabie fire sdaer eyels

= |umpring and chain/card

&= Lrraps of dichnosc or codoured glass
#= [Slass working tools

oot with Sbemcis of cuthers bo sea what works.

RESOURCES
Silwer clay, embeddable eyelats:
wwnw Blueballdesignstudio.couk

*= Kiln paper Dichroec glass serap packs, kiln paper,
= Shancils andfor cutiers glass tools: werwwarm-glass.oo.uk
= Taxtures Chain, cord, jumpeings: v cooksongoid com

= Pin bool or crafl knide

= Emery board/palishing pads
= [Fainl brushes

= Saf clean brass boush
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STEP 3

L & Kilm shiall witkh kil paper: thes Bievents
thie glass from sticking to the shell during firing,
Soread out your glass pieces on the paper. For
pleces kess than lem?, ramp the kiln at BOGC
an hour to 808°C and hobd for 30 minutes, or
follow the manufacturer's msbructions. Alkow
the kiln to cool down completely. Don't open
thie door or you tisk tharmal shock 1o the glass
causing it to crack

STEP 6

Diry the back and then refine the holes wing a
srruall needle file, Rall out clay theee cards thick,
texiure and cut oul the stencil holes. Cut anund
ihe batiom pan of the stéencl 50 you get the main
shaps bul leree a lang "skirt’ 2 you can hand'e
tre o layer easly, Dampen the back ner, place
thie glats and liberally paste the back of the wit
1o Layer
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STEF 8

Make sure the 1op layer is making good contact
around the edges of the back layver, Lisea pin

CONTACT
woans juliarai oo, uk
W CSaCLCo0. Ik
juliagicsacco.uk

Advanced §Project

Fashion inspiration

Paisley peint blouse, £39
doylriend jeans, £35
Both www.mandoo.com

STEP9
Dy completely using gentle heat Me a haindsyer
bt arvoid putting it directhy onto a hot plate

helps i use paste o stick the glass calboehons in
place first, Line up the batlodn adigas o they stick
fluish, then gently ease the rest of the top e
itz place around the glass. Don't press the lop
layer oo tghtly against the glass; you nesd some
space around the glass for sheinkage.

STEP 10

Dorill & hole dewn mbas e lop of the pendant
perpendicular 1o the edge. Squirt the syringe
b thee hoie and embed a fine Shaer eyelel. Make
some smadl badls by gquecichy rollirg tiry pieces of
realhy moast imetal clay in the palm of yvour hand
wilh wour finger, When they are diry, paste them
fo the surtace as embellishmeant. Make mong than
you need and shone them for other projects,

EARRINGS

mnice and g

CHARM

Extra Projects
Make earrings and a charm

Make a palr of eamings using the zame f
techrique of trapping two matching glass. | S0~
cabochons between layers. Use cutters o || 1
punch out the to laer 1o hodd the glass,

Keep the calbachons very small 3o theny Bre

You can sl make 3 tiry chafm in the

3l wiy and MEachH 1o & bracehet.

tool 1o cut aound the edges of the overhanging
top e wsing thie back layer as a guide. You
din £ nided 10 b oo precise about this as you
will refing the edges when it's dry, Don't worry
it you gef paste on the glass; this will b cleaned

ol [afes

STEP 11

Diry the piece completely and then use a toothpick
o remowd dried paste from eveny visihe surface of
th glass, even the back that is visible theowgh the
holes, Lisaa ding brush to resmose alll traces of dust
fromihe pendant, Put.asorap of kiln pager behing
the glass parts, ramp the kiln at 80C™C an hows b
720 and hold for 30 minutes or acconding bo the
manufaciures’s instructions. Allow bo ool showdy.

surface as this can sheck the glass. When it's
comiphetely dry. rafine tha SO ES LN an emery
boand and polishing pads. IFthe join s visible
use syringe 1o fill this in and smoath with a damp
paintbrush, Refine agaln until o sign of the join i
visible and then dry again,

STEP 12

Use @ Diass brush with so8py water to brush the
pendant; the glass will b lire o long as the
brush is sof. For s high shine, lumble polish
With glazs, iemible paish an its own 50 you don't
risk somathing e Bumping info the glass and

chipping it Add a jusmgm th eyt and
hang on a chan or oond mgr%mir!- Epads in

complemeritary colours




