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Christmas table
centrepilece

BY JULIA RAI

Light up the Christmas dinner table with

his candlehalder is 1:12 scale and

i designed with the Christmas

diringr table in mingd. Tha halky and
Chrigimat breds Thal decorate the candhe
holder ane rade wing paper punchnes Thie
centrepiece is created using At Clay Silves
950, which is stronger than the nonrmal fing
sihenr clany. It i wery flesible when dry, parfect

this silver centrepiece.

MATERIALS

= 250 Art Clay Sihwer S50 rristall Cliny

* Sihver clay paste

= Silver clay syringe

# Tellon

= Roller

* Plwying cards

= hlesting brass tubes in a varisty of 526

® Rylar

= Holly and Christmas iniée paper punches
= Candles

= Small plastic bag

= Sanding sponges

= Senall files

= Wt and dry sanding paper (600 grit)

* Paintbrush

for using paoar punches,

1. This chissicpn starts with the pliper punches
wol choose. It uses the negatne Space
creabed by the punches to form apertunes

in the sides and ends of the canabeholder.
Pumich cut sorre fanms in paper ko 2ee the
size of the apartures 50 Yo Can oofmpang this
it your Cancles bo ersure The o gl sCale

L Corect

2. The base of the centrepiece will include
free candle holders. Thewe are made rom
donaits of Clay, wsing brass tubas as Culters.
Chesose a brass tube shghthy larger thaa your
candles for the centre holas, then chodde a
anger iube for the oulside of the danut

3. Licghehy il a phece of Teflon and roll cut
st elay five cands thick. Cut cut @ numBs:
of danuts from the roliled oull clay useng the
berass tulbses, culting the oulside orche Trsk,
thvge thee inshcbe cincke, Make rvane tham you
nesid as they can break easily. Fut these to
Gt Sicke o iy

* Craft knifieor straight blade

Daolls Hiiise rroject

4, Lightly cil a peece of beather and noll out
mione clay fsur casds thick for the basa,
Using & ruled, maasune the base and cul o
a rectangle dmm long < 1, 26mm e usng a
craft kerafe. Transfer the reciange [0 a piece
of Tefion and put it o one Side 1o diry

5. Take the dry donuts and refing the
outside edges of sach ane, carelully uing
sanding pads. Kubking them on a piece of
sandpaper flat down on a tabhe redines the
tooand bogtom of the donuts, Malke sune
tha irsiche of the donut ts smooth By using 2
small e to femcwe Ay DTS

&. Measure the centre polnts of both sides of
ihe base amnd mark these. Craw pancil lines
IS Coninect e I:'Hl:;.'.-.-ll'.--'_| thie centra, paie
thie candle holder donuts starting fram tha
mRrE S0 o Nave el evelly Spaleld on
#ach side of the cantral candle. Stick these

o the base using pasie and baave bo dry

i), Place the punch uoside down on & firm
surface and shde the panel inbo the punch,
lirimng up the guide marks. Punch out the fest
shape, turm the panel ancund, lineg it up 3gain
and punch cut the second shaps, Repeal
with the other side panel. These pareds w
me quite fragile ndw, 50 handie with cang

11, Sand the edges of the side panals and
adjust the size against the base, if necassary
Lise the syringe toextrude 3 ine of pashe
along the bottom of one side and stick the
pard anto the base, making sure it's flush
weith Ehe bottom. Prop upight al a ngnt
arvgle b the basa and dry

12, Bepeat step 11 with the second side
panel and dry. Add syningg paste 1o the
ends of the base and sides and stxCk on the
end panels, Make sure the end pangss are
centrally ptaced and lined wp with the base
Ay gaps in the sices will De filked lyter but
the ends shoudd be flush with the base at
this stage.

13, Add syringe paste o strengthen all

thr insdcle joins and smooth with a camp
naintorush to neaten the seams. Fill amy gapd
n e o tshde seams in the same way, Allow
tor chry comgpletely. File the open lop of the
brce Flak chemsen o tha table using sandpaper
50 the top 5 lewed all round.

14, Usi thick paste to add a stippled lecxdure
o the bes, Lise a stiff paimtinush and apply
tha pashi, then use 3 pathng mdlon o
cilehi the suiface. Start with the insde of
the bow and allow this to dry belorne texturmng
the putsiche of the o, This will coreer any
SEniDUSs Seams O [he Cubseok

15. Fire the bax in a kiln, followang the
manufactner's instnuctions, 1he fnmng
wrhedule is full ramp bo S00°C and hold for
30 rénutes, then full ramp to BR0PC and
hiald for one howr, To give the fired candla
holder a frosty look, rul a steed burnisher all
aver the surface of the box = this shifes up
thue g spofts of thi Lesiure anly

= Sreed burnisher

7. Roll out some clay bwo cards thick and
cul two side panals dom long x Aom wide
ancd tevn end panels 2omx 2om. Dry, Draw

y cerireline down 1he end panels and e

a cut-out paper Chisfmas tres o mardk the
centie top and bottam, making sure the iree
is central on the panels.

8. Ay the side panel is too small to hold while
in the: punch, put itinio @ small plastic bag
sneg pogainst the botbam Corner. Place the
punch upside down on & firm gurface and
shicke the panel inbo the punch, Bning it up
with the marks. Punch out the shape, Repeat
weith tha Obhses sadle Dare

Q, Mark the cantra of tha S0 Daress Punch
ot teve praper holly forms and e these

i chacice whene Ehay will o on the ary
panels, Make a pencil mark from the 1op to
the botiom of the central holly lea® and the
pentral berry s0you hive something 1o ling
up with when punching oul the aparungs.

TIPS
Secune thi candles in the holders using
peop Wi o white tack

dbways plan out the design using paper
with She punches before commisting it 1o
the clay,

hiake sure vou keep dust and offouts of
At Clany Sibeer 950 clay saparate Irom
sy othar types of silver Clay you may
hiave = as this clin Is a litthe ditherent trom
regular siver clay,

RESQOURCES
At Clay Siber 950 metal clay, syringe
arid paste: metalelay oo.uk

CONTALCT
julizrai.couk
csacj.couk
info@csac].co.uk

EXTRA PROJECTS
Arry paper punch design could be
used for the aperbunes = the sdes
Hallowesn, Easter o 8 special Eerhday
thame could be used. The top edges
ol the candle holder O3uld aso D= out
using fancy scissors o filed bo create a
different look. Putting the candles on
progressively larger posts to raise them
W in the middie would also create an
terpsting effect.




