Project I Advanced

Create sparkling
stlver cages to trap
colourful beads
for festive bauble-
inspired earrings.
By Julia Ra:
Cormwall Schood of Art, Craft
and fewellery where she teaches
avariety of classes: She holds the
prestigious Metal Clay Masters
Registry credential at level four
As a child Julia loved to
make paper lanterns to hang
at Christmas and that was the
inspiration for these carrings.
It’s a challenging project as the
elements are very fragile until
they are assembled and fired bug
it’s worth it. The cages hold small
heads threaded on an evepin and

the possible colour combinations
are endless.
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STEF1

Ona Teflon sheet, roll ot the sitves
clany frve cards thick and bocture
usng 3 shallow Texture piate oo
laave smoadh for a mirmgs inish, Taim
the left and right edges so they ae
straight. You should have a panag|
about 2,50m widse, Lsngan ailed
fizsue blade cuf the pansl info shoes
2 widia, Alweays cul moni Hhan
wou nsad as they beeak easihrwhen
thiew ase dry

ulia is co-director of the

MATERIALS

& T sihver medal clay

= Silver metal clay paste

= Smal amount of syTinge

= Srnall eadcts

&= Sibver colour erepins

= Earing findings

= Playing cards

= Ticsup blade

= Plasiie coated pencl

= Lmafl biob of potymer clay
= Teflon shesl

= Gaood quality pantbushes
= Ernery boaed or sandpaper
Hasied drill

Fibwe Blanket

Tambde podishar

et s v peck:

Pligers

STEP 6

O this thind slice s completely
dry, stick the final slice b place using
the 1hird stice & a handle. Claan

i @y Excess paste. Put this down
carefully on a Teflon sheet resting

it g the diny sides. i may help bo
dry it a little using a hardryern whee
i Ades hodolng it, 10 L8l 1he shee n
= Pl barhori pulbng iL coswm, Allow
- ther prisce o dry camplelehy.
-
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RESOURCES

Silwer clay, syringe and paste:
wwnwcrsitiveglassshopiooul
Eyepiing and esarring findengs:

v cooksongold.com

Designer Eips

= For safety, use a doecwnent spine-binding bar, cut to the length ol

Beads from suppliers throyghout
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- CHRISTMAS BAUBLE EARRIN

wwwocrall

wour tissue blade o use a5 a handle, Tum the blade inside the ba

this magazine b ol i Uik 1o probect your fingers

= fake waur own was pick by adding a blob of paratfinowa 1o tha
CONTACT end of a cockiad stick. Store in a Zip-lock bag,
v, JuBaral ook = The gpringe is the perfect tool for a progect like this, as it gives you
WL CEas ook precrion placement of clay o fill holizs and gaps

sinstifute com

Advanced I Project

STEF2

Ll a plasbe-coaiad pencl and plaoe
o a piece of Tellon sharter than
b pnacil, Secure this pencl using
prohemied Clay an the ends bo stop R
oz rolling dround, (senbly drape
e cuit shees oyt the pandil 50 the
cinbng of the shos i the g hest
poink. Lightly press dowm The ends
s thiey ane flat cn the Teflon, Make
siang thiey e straight and allow them
0 dry

STEPR3

Rzl out the remaining clay elght
cards {2mm) thick and cut this into
sirips 2rnem wide. it's important that
these strips ane completely square
and dry flat, soairdry them slowdy,
Cust senztll lemgths that well fit the fiat
ends of the slices. Paste a small strip
o one end of a slice and dry. Paste
another small strg to the ofher end
of the same shoe and dry,

STEP 4

Faste a second shice (o the other
sicde of the sirip and atkow this to diy
coenpletely. Onca it is diy, Sllarny
gaps with paste or syringe and dry
again. Sand both sides of the piecs
flat down on sendpapes o an amery
bard, Yiou are aiming foget & fat
smoath edge on both sides. Sand
the piece slowdy and carefully as it's
vary fragile at this staga.

STEF7
Cheack thee insicle of both ends

for gaps and & using a syringe

if mecassary. When it isdry, file
bath ends compdetely ag wsing an
ermany board, Use a hand drill or
i vice to diill a Tmm hole inaach
end, straight down into the centee,
B wery careful when hobding the
piece todnil as it's stll very fragile,
Repeat this process to malke the
altiher earring.,

STEP S8

e Bl darranc on A Bed of libee
btanket i the kiln &t S0CEC fos
b hiours. Tumble poleh 1o get

a high shineg, Brass Baush or hand
palh depending O your parsans
prafeence. Thresd s ey pin up
thacinghi the R in G fncd of the
earring and use a pwaller's vweax
pick to hold small Dagcks maice Ehe
cagpa etk you thineacl Bher e pin
through each cne

STEP9

When you have encugh beads
e the cage, thread the eye pin
threugh the iop hole, Cipen the eye
pin usiryg lat nose plbars and threadd
& top drilled dangle baad onto it
Farm a boop i the tog end of the
eye P Lsirkg round nose ohers
and cut aff the excess wane, Add an
enfring finding o the loop a2 the top
and repeat for the ather sarring.

Extra Pre NECTs

Mak

CHARMS

Yerr can also miake small
charmng wsing exaclly tha same
process as you would o make 3
necklace. Thede sre perfect fo
emballivh 5 haar pin for a special
night out.

e charms and a necklace

NECKLACE

Make a larger version of the
earringsasnﬁa{ai baead for 4
fastyve meckiace, Malch the
beads inslde the cage with those
in the necklace

www craliss
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STEFS

Takoe vy more shices and canedully
sand baoth srdes 13 dovwn on an
ernery boand o sand papes, These
arne readly fragie and i 18 wary sagy
1 Briak therm, shich sy pou
miakes more thin neeced! Put tha
aigennbled mece B3l downon a
Tefton sheet and stick one of the
sanded shoes into place using thick
pak e, Claar aff aivy exce pashe

with & gD pantbnah.
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